





OTHER OPTIONS

Slug lines, Zip Cars, ride shares and commuter vans help most communities with travel into
the city. We are happy to help you look into more commuting options if you feel overwhelmed
by the information and will help you make a choice to best fit your needs and schedule.

DRIVING
Parking is at a premium throughout most of Georgetown, though there are monthly parking
options available at local garages. Rates tend to run between $200-$250/month for parking.

DRIVING DIRECTIONS

College Park/Baltimore: Follow I-95 South and exit onto 1-495 West (Capital Beltway).
Continue on 495 to the George Washington Memorial Parkway (exit 43). Follow the Park-
way toward Washington and exit onto Key Bridge. Take a right on Lynn Street and cross
the Key Bridge and turn right onto M Street. From M Street turn right onto 31st Street;
the Admissions Office is down about a half block on your left (next to the canal).

Fredrick/Gaithershurg: Follow I-270 South. At the spur, take 495 South towards Washington/
Northern Virginia. Continue on 495 to the George Washington Memorial Parkway (exit 43).
Follow the Parkway toward Washington and exit onto Key Bridge. Take a right on Lynn
Street and cross the Key Bridge and turn right onto M Street. From M Street turn right onto
31st Street; the Admissions Office is down about a half block on your left (next to the canal).

Bethesda/Chevy Chase: Follow Wisconsin Ave/MD-355 South into DC. Turn left onto M
Street then turn right onto 31st Street. Admissions Office is down about a half block on your
left (next to the canal).

Richmond: Follow I-95 North to I-395 North to Route 27 (Washington Boulevard, exit 8B).
Once on Route 27 watch carefully for signs to Rosslyn and the Key Bridge. Follow the signs,
make a right on Lynn Street and cross over the Key Bridge into Georgetown. After crossing
the bridge, turn right onto M Street then turn right onto 31st Street; the Admissions Office is
down about a half block on your left (next to the canal).

Charlottesville: Follow US-29 North to I-66 East. Follow signs to Rosslyn and the Key
Bridge (exit 73). The road becomes Lee Highway; stay on Lee Highway and cross over the
Key Bridge into Georgetown. After crossing the bridge, turn right onto M Street then turn
right onto 31st Street. Admissions Office is about a half block on your left (next to the canal).

Tysons Corner: Follow VA-123 North to the George Washington Memorial Parkway (GW
Parkway) East to US-29 North exit toward the Key Bridge/Washington. Slight right on Lynn
Street/US-29 North. Cross over the Key Bridge into Georgetown. After crossing the bridge,
turn right onto M Street. Turn right on 31st Street. Admissions Office is down a half block
down on your left along the canal.



Centreville/Haymarket/Falls Church/Arlington: Follow I-66 East to exit 73 toward Rosslyn/
Key Bridge. Cross over the Key Bridge into Georgetown. After crossing the bridge, turn right
onto M Street. Turn right on 31st Street. Admissions Office is down a half block down on
your left along the canal.

Alexandria: Follow Washington Street to the George Washington Memorial Parkway. Take
the ramp toward US-50 West/Memorial Bridge/Arlington Cemetery. Stay right at the fork.
Merge onto US-50 West /Arlington Boulevard. Take the ramp toward Rosslyn. Take a right
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SECURITY AND SAFETY

OFF-CAMPUS

The Greater Washington, DC area is home to roughly 5.8 million people. As in any urban
environment residents are advised to be alert and aware of their surroundings at all times.
Crime can happen in any area whether prone to incidences or known reputably for safety.
Bear that in mind along with the following safety tips as you search for housing.

NEIGHBORHOOD SAFETY TIPS
¢ Know your neighborhood of residence. Check out the locations of police and fire
stations, public telephones, hospitals, restaurants, or stores that are open early and
late. Prior to moving in, visit the area at night and talk to neighbors.

Also take note of whether or not your apartment door has a peep hole.

¢ Be sure all apartment windows and doorways lock securely.

¢ All entryways should be well lit.

e When walking through your neighborhood, stick to well-lit and well-traveled streets.
Avoid shortcuts through wooded areas, parking lots, or alleys.

* Have your car or house key in hand before you reach the door.

e Find out what, if any, security systems your apartment building/unit features.

¢ Know who has access to the main entryway of your apartment building.

« If you are considering a ground level apartment unit, take note of whether or not there
are bars on the doors & windows.

CRIME STATISTICS

Like most major US cities, Washington, DC has had issues with crime. In recent years,
however, there has been a significant reduction in the city crime rate. Northwest DC in
particular is known to be relatively safe and crime-free. Please always be alert and aware
of your surroundings in the District and when traveling in any city.

SHORT-TERM ACCOMMODATIONS

One Month or Greater: For a temporary stay of four weeks or greater, subletting an
apartment is usually the least expensive option. Subletting occurs when a tenant is unable
to carry out the full term of their lease or temporarily vacates their room or apartment
usually intending to return on a specified date. In either case, if you are planning to sublet



an apartment, be sure the landlord is aware of the situation. Some leases do not permit
subletting. Usually, sublets come fully furnished, but this is not always the case. Be sure
to find out what specific items come with the room or apartment.

One Month or Less: Conducting a housing search often requires a temporary stay in
Washington, DC, ranging from 2-3 days to a couple of weeks or more. Staying in a hotel

for any length of time can become very costly. Thankfully there are other alternatives to
consider. The area has a number less expensive alternatives such as inns, B&Bs, and hostels.

RENTER’S INSURANCE

Basic Information

Renter’s insurance covers the cost of replacing personal property in the event of a fire, water
damage, robbery or other unexpected peril. A typical policy also covers the loss of property
when it occurs away from your apartment. In the case of a vehicle break-in, for instance, the
loss of your favorite CD collection would in most cases be covered by your renter’s insurance
policy. Be sure to check what your policy will and will not cover.

Many people believe their personal items are covered under their landlord’s property
insurance. This is a common misconception. Landlords have insurance, but only for their
property, not yours. If the water pipes burst in your apartment, the landlord will fix any
damage done to the building but will not cover damage to any of your personal items.
Another reason a renter decides to do without renter’s insurance is because they don’t
believe they have belongings worth insuring. This is almost always not the case. Think of the
value of the most basic of items such as your clothing and food. If all were a total loss, how
much would it cost you to replenish your cabinets and replace your wardrobe? Students also
typically own other valuable items such as electronics, furniture and books. How about the
replacement cost of that new laptop computer?

Things to Know
¢ The typical apartment renter’s policy costs $150 to $250 a year.

* Buy a separate policy or rider on your renter’s policy for flood and earthquake coverage.

« If you have a policy that pays actual cash value (ACV), in the case of a loss, your
coverage will pay only for what your property was worth at the time it was damaged
or stolen, not the purchase price or replacement cost.

« If you have a policy that pays replacement cost coverage you will receive compensation
based on what it actually costs to replace the lost or damaged item(s).

* If your apartment becomes unlivable due to a fire, busted pipes, or any other reason that
is covered by your policy, renter’s insurance will generally cover at least some portion of
your temporary living expenses.

A floater policy is an additional type of insurance that covers specific items, such
as jewelry, furs, fine arts, sterling silver flatware, antiques and other collectibles.



Tips for Purchasing a Policy
¢ Volume buying: Check with the management office of your building to find out if they
offer a policy. Normally, you pay less for coverage if the same company offers renter’s
insurance to all who want it in the building.

» Multiple policies: Check with your car insurance provider to see if they offer multiple
policy discounts. In some cases you may be able to save money.

* Fire department location: How close are you to the nearest fire station? If you're five
miles or less, you could earn a discount with some insurers.

* To obtain quotes from multiple insurers try www.netquote.com. Here you can submit
information about your residence and receive quotes from multiple insurance agencies.

* You may also want to try doing a search at www.monstermoving.com to locate area
insurance providers or simply refer to the yellow pages.

PLANNING A MOVE

Moving into a new home, whether across oceans or across the street, can be very stressful.
To ease the transition, it is best to prepare for moving day well in advance. Depending on the
amount of items you plan to move and the distance you are moving, it may be necessary to
hire movers or rent a moving truck. If planning to rent a vehicle or utilize a moving service,
please take note of the following:

Watch for Hidden Charges: There are many moving companies and services to select from.
While the cost of any long-distance move is federally regulated based on weight and distance
traveled, be prepared for fine print charges, which can add up quickly. Always look for, and
discuss, possible “‘hidden’” charges with the moving company’s sales representative.

Plan Ahead: If you are planning a local move during Washington, DC’s peak moving season
(June—September) and you need to reserve a moving truck, do so at least one month in
advance. For additional resources and tips on how to select a moving company, visit
www.movingadvocateteam.com.

Furnishing Your Apartment: Most apartments in Washington, DC are unfurnished. It is
possible to rent fully furnished units. However, one should keep in mind that options for
furnished units are limited and generally have a significantly higher cost.

In most cases students bring their own furniture or plan to purchase new or used furniture
upon arrival. If you are in contact with the tenants who are vacating the room or apartment
you plan to move into, you may want to ask if they have any furniture they wish to leave
behind. People are often happy to do this to avoid having to move large items.



APARTMENT HUNTING QUESTIONNAIRE

Location: For what period of time does the lease cover?
Is subletting allowed?
Circle one: Unit1 Unit2 Unit3
How far is the nearest public transportation?
How much is rent?
Is there an additional fee for private parking?
Is a security deposit required? If so, how much?
Is on-street parking readily available?
Are there any additional move-in costs i.e. last
month’s rent or a finder’s fee? What is best/worst about the neighborhood?

What utilities are included in the rent? (heat, What are the safety features of the unit/building?

electricity, hot water, gas)
Where is the nearest grocery store?

What local utility companies service this area?
Laundromat?

If utilities are not included, what are the average

monthly bills? Does the apartment have air conditioning?

On what date is the apartment available? Is additional storage space available?

Do I need to reserve the elevator? Are pets allowed?

SAMPLE SUBLET AGREEMENT

This agreement, made this day of 20 is made
by and between: Lessee(s): and
Sublettor(s):

The lessee(s) have previously signed a lease for the premises at
for a term lasting from to . The lessee(s) have decided
to vacate these premises before the completion of the abovementioned lease.

The landlord has given his/her consent for the lessee(s) to sublet this residence, and the sublettor(s) are
now responsible for the rental payments for the period lasting from to

The sublettor(s) also agree to pay all utility bills (gas, electric heating, fuel, and telephone) assessed for
the term that they reside at the above-mentioned address.

A security deposit of $ was paid to the lessee(s) by the sublettor(s) and will be re-
turned to them, less damages, any unpaid rent or bills within 30 days of the termination of this agreement.

Additional provisions: (if the original lessee(s) furniture is to be left in the apartment, whether or not pets
are allowed on the premises, whether the rent should be paid to the lessee(s)/directly to the landlord, etc.).

Signed: Lessee(s):

Sublettor(s):




SAMPLE ROOMMATE/CO-TENANT AGREEMENT FORM

This agreement, made this day of 20 by and between:
(print name of co-tenant)
(print name of co-tenant)
(print name of co-tenant)
(print name of co-tenant)

The parties have signed a _____ month lease (a copy of which is attached to this document) for the prem-
ises at . The lease will expire on the date of

. A security deposit of $ was paid to
owner/manager of premises. The parties wish to share the responsibilities of living together at this address.

It is therefore agreed that:
1. Each of the parties agrees to follow the rules and conditions set out in the attached lease.

2. Each of the parties agrees to pay one- (fraction) of the following expenses incurred in rela-
tion to the leased premises: (check if applicable)

___Rent ___ Utilities ____Damages not due to the negligence of an identified party

___ General maintenance and upkeep ___ Food ___Telephone Service

___ Other

If any of the parties pays more than one- (1/) share, the other party/parties agree to reim-

burse the first party.

3. Each party agrees to pay for the long distance telephone calls s/he makes.

4. Each party agrees that one- (1/) of the security deposit is the property of each party.

5. Each of the parties agrees to remain a resident of the premises during the term of the lease, or to
continue to pay his/her share of the rent during the term unless the party, at his/her own expense, locates a
tenant to sublet his/her share (the new tenant being acceptable to the other parties to this agreement, and

if written consent to sublet is obtained from the owner/manager of the premises).

6. Repairs or improvements to the premises, the cost of which are to be shared by the parties, in excess of
$ , shall be approved in advance.

7. If permitted under the lease, each pet owner shall be solely responsible for all damages caused by his/
her pet. This includes, but is not limited to: damages to furniture, carpeting, doors, lawn, and garden.

(co-tenant signature)

(co-tenant signature)

(co-tenant signature)

(co-tenant signature)
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